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ABOUT THE BOOK
The relationship between elephants and people in Asia over thousands of years is a unique one. This
story of the Asian elephant begins with a brief account of the ancient origins of the creature and its
possible relationship with early humans, leading eventually to the taming of the animal between 4,500
and 5,000 years ago in the Harappan period. Subsequent chapters cover successive periods in Asian
history, tracing the story of the elephant broadly under the major religious establishments – Vedic,
Buddhist and Jain, post-1st century Hindu, and Islamic – of the Indian subcontinent and beyond,
including the fate of the elephants that Alexander and his successors took with them to the
Mediterranean region for use in battle. After a discussion of the fortunes of the elephant under colonial
rulers in Asia, the author presents the post-independence history of the animal in 13 range countries.
The final chapter presents a summary of the latest scientific knowledge of the elephant’s ecology and
behaviour, and of how we can plan for the conservation of the species.
This book is not an art history, but rather an ecological and cultural history of the Asian elephant. The
focus is on India because of the great significance of the elephant in this ancient civilization as well as
the profusion of material, both artistic and literary, available from the Stone Age to the present; at the
same time however, the elephant-human relationship across the Asian continent, from the TigrisEuphrates basin in the west to the Mekong in the east, is covered in substantial detail. This is the first
single volume to comprehensively cover the history of Asia’s elephants, profusely illustrated with
images of the elephant in art through the ages, most of them taken by the author, and drawing upon
a wide range of literary sources from ancient to contemporary times.
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Elephants, found in both Africa and Asia, are vital to maintaining the rich biodiversity of the ecosystems that they share with other
species. Here's a snapshot of what you should know about them.Â Though elephants are native to only Africa and Asia, they hold
significant cultural and symbolic meaning around the world. WWF focuses on conserving the world's largest land mammal in landscapes
across both Asia and Africa. We work with wildlife managers, governments, and local communities to stop poaching, reduce humanwildlife conflict, maintain connectivity, and improve monitoring and research. Hereâ€™s a look at some interesting elephant facts and
what WWF is doing to protect them: 1. What's the difference between Asian and African elephants? Start by marking â€œThe Story of
Asia's Elephantsâ€ as Want to Read: Want to Read savingâ€¦ Want to Read. Currently Reading. Read. Other editions. Enlarge cover.Â
The book traces the evolving role and significance of the Asian elephant in relation to humankind through the ages, from their earliest
origins to the present. Get A Copy. Amazon. Stores â–¾. Audible Barnes & Noble Walmart eBooks Apple Books Google Play Abebooks
Book Depository Alibris Indigo Better World Books IndieBound. Libraries. Hardcover, 300 pages. Asian elephants live in Nepal, India and
Southeast Asia in scrub forests and rainforests. [Elephant Images: The Biggest Beasts on Land]. African elephants are the larger of the
two species. They grow to between 8.2 and 13 feet (2.5 and 4 meters) tall at the shoulder and weigh 5,000 to 14,000 lbs.Â Asian
elephants have a single "finger" on the end of their trucks. But typically, only male Asian elephants will grow large tusks, while the
females and a few males have much smaller tusks called tushes that don't always grow outside the mouth. Tusks are large, deeply
rooted teeth that evolved to assist the elephant in digging, lifting, gathering food, and defense while also protecting the trunk, according
to World Wildlife Fund.

